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Steps on How to Make a Flood Map 
 
 
Step 1. Go to the FEMA maps website. Enter the Project location and select Search. 
 

 
 
Step 2. A new screen will populate, as shown below.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://msc.fema.gov/portal
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Step 3. Zoom out to show the entire map panel as demonstrated below.  
 

 
Step 4. Continue to zoom out until you can see the entire map panel as indicated below.  
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Step 5. Select the View button and a new page will populate as shown below. 
 

 
 
Step 6. Select Make a Firmette.  
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Step 7. A pink box will populate on the map, as shown below. 
 

 
 
Step 8. Move the pink box to encompass the entire Project area. Select Create 
FIRMette, Adobe PDF. 
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Step 9. Click Save your FIRMette. 
 

 
 
Step 10. The next page that populates is the new FIRMette. 
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Step 11. Open up your FIRMette as a pdf. Select the Comments feature on the upper 
right hand side, as shown below. Select the arrow feature to point to the Project 
Area/Property boundaries on the map.  
 

 
 
Step 12. Define the project/property boundaries. This is very important. (Please note: If 
you submit a FIRMette without project boundaries, it will be returned for edits.) For 
example, if a project is taking place on 1 acre of a 10-acre property – the FIRMette must 
include the 10-acre boundary. It is acceptable to denote the project area and the 
property boundaries if they are different.  
 
Step 13. Upload your labeled FIRMette to the Supporting Documents page. 
 
Step 14. Determine if the Project Area contains 100-year floodplain, 500-year 
floodplain, or floodway and discuss in the checklist and additional documentation if 
needed (e.g. 8-step). FEMA maps were created in different years. The older the map, 
the more basic the map may be and the legend may be different. The newer maps 
include an aerial background as shown in this example. For newer maps, areas without 
and shading are not in the 100-year, 500-year, or floodway. Here is a legend to help you 
determine if your project area contains some of these flood hazard areas. 
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Note: Older FEMA maps will not include color shading.  


